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This months presentation by Rob Starr will be as follows:

Precision Irrigation — State of the Future Products here today.
The Toro Company (history and current technologies

Smart Irrigation controllers--These controllers utilize satellite weather information
(NOAA) which is transmitted via Flex Paging (928-932 MHz) to the individual units
which then adjust the landscape watering schedule of the property on a daily basis.
These type controllers apply the required amount of water for each particular site’s
vegetation and can reduce over-watering up to 60%.

Precision Spray Nozzles — These devices incorporate a patented mechanical chip
which creates a 200 cycle/sec oscillation stream which in turn makes the water
droplets larger and equal in size.
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The Log Book

California Supreme Court Declines to Hear Antenna Zoning Case

The California Supreme Court refused to hear the antenna zoning case
brought forth by Alex Zubarau, WB6X, of Palmdale, California -- with the
assistance of his ARRL Volunteer Counsel Len Shaffer, WA6QHD -- after
receiving a mixed decision by the California Court of Appeals earlier this
year. The Supreme Court -- California’s highest court -- handed down their
decision on April 20.

In 2005, Zubarau applied for a building permit to erect an antenna support
structure on his property. The City of Palmdale approved his request, and
building permit in hand, Zubarau installed a 22 foot tall crank-up tower (with
an ultimate height of 55 feet), but did not place an antenna atop the
structure. He also installed a 23 foot tall mast on his house, for a total mast
height of 43 feet; he installed an inverted-V on the mast. In January 2007,
he placed a 4 element 20 meter StepplIR antenna on the crank-up tower,
and the neighbors started complaining to the City.

ARRL Southwestern Division Vice Director Marty Woll, N6VI, said that the
neighbors’ assertions consisted of what he called “the typical complaints:
aesthetic impact, diminution of property values and RF interference.” The
RFI complaints were general in nature; no direct evidence was shown of
actual RFI, but the City’s Planning Commission staff took the position that
“based on anecdotal evidence presented by the homeowners, the
transmissions occurring from the antenna are causing interference with
electrical equipment in the surrounding neighborhood.”
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The Log Book Continued

Marty Woll said that after Zubarau installed the StepperlIR in 2007, the City

of Palmdale , acting on a petition signed by almost 70 of Zubarau’s neighbors,
voted to revoke Zubaraue’s original building permit after he had relied on it for the
installation of his tower. “In order to gain a continuance, Zubarau told the
Planning Commission he would remove the antenna, in essence, reverting his
antenna configuration back to the way it was before he installed the SteppIR”.
Len Shaffer, who put in hundreds of hours of time on his this case at no cost to
Zubarau, said that at the next hearing, he was ordered to remove not only the
antenna, but the support structure as well.

After Zubarau exhausted his admininistrative remedies, he challenged the action
in the courts, aided by Shaffer. A court date was set for February 2009. On
February 6, 2009, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge David Yaffe issued a ruling
in favor of Zubarua. According to Shaffer, the Superior Court's ruling invalidates
the actions of the City in revoking Zubarau’s permit and requires the City to allow
him to replace the tower.

In January 2011, the California Court of Appeals, Second Appellate District,
issued its opinion in Zubarau’s case. The Court found that the Palmdale antenna
ordinance, as it pertained to the height limit for vertical antennas, was
“‘unenforceable” because it allowed a radio amateur to have a vertical antenna up
to 75 feet high when measured from the ground but limited the “active element of
the antenna array” to 30 feet.
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The Log Book Continued

The ordinance did not define “array” or “active element” and specify from

where the 30 permitted feet for such an “array” was to be measured. The Court
found that if even one reasonable interpretation of the ordinance could be found,
the ordinance could be upheld, but the in this case, no one could understand
what the limitations were and how they could be applied. That portion of the City’s
ordinance was therefore uncondititional and unenforceable.

The Court also held that the ordinance was unenforceable to the it

attempted to regulate radio frequency interference. The Court The City
maintained that it could regulate RFI, but the Court, citing case law and argument
in ARRL Amicus Curiae brief, held that only the FCC could regulate RFI. Any
State or municipal law that attempts to regulate RFl is preempted.

But the Court held that Palmdale properly ordered Zubarau to remove his
permitted 55 foot crankup tower. The Court opined that the small, VHF/UHF
vertical on the roof constituted “reasonable accommodation” under PRB-1 and
California PRB-1 statute (California Government Code Section 65850.3). The
Court said that leaving Zubarua with a VHF/UHF antenna constituted a
reasonable accommodation because it allowed him to be active in some part of
Amateur Radio. There was no analysis of the “minimum practical regulation” test
in PRB-1 and the California statute, so that part of the three-prong PRB-1 test
was left unexamined. The Court of Appeals said they thought this was a
reasonable accommodation because it allowed Zubarau to be active in some part
of Amateur Radio. At the time, Shaffer called this decision ‘troubling.” It was this
matter that Zubarau and Shaffer hoped the California Supreme Court would
review.

NOTE: This article was taken from the ARRL News letter dated 4/21/2011.
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More News

Rob Starr has been upgraded to “General”, congratulations from all are

members.

Margaret Signorelli has been recovering from surgery, we all wish Margaret a speedy

recovery.
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Next Months Upcoming AARA Events

MAY 2011

May 7: Club Breakfast at Keno’s, 8AM M T W T F S

S
May 19: Board Meeting, 6:30PM 11231415167
8|9 |10|11|12|13 |14
May 21: Elmer Workshop 10AM 15|16 |17|18 |19 (20|21
22123|24|125|26|27|28
May 24: General Meeting, 7PM 29(30|31
Monthly Events
Anaheim Amateur
CLUB BREAKFAST: 8:00AM first Saturday of Radio Association | ot 4%
each month at Keno’s Restaurant. Meeting Location &z
BOARD MEETING: 6:30PM Thursday before the g=""Bxn_ §
General Meeting of each month (except December) m -‘ge
Spire’s Restaurant, 990 S. Euclide St. Anaheim, CA. 5 Angel S
GD ;
ELMER (Mentor) WORKSHOP PROGRAM: E Crangouray R — 2
Third Saturday of the month (except March and %,% ‘.: PH0d pve
December) Lutheran Church, 12301Magnolia St, B L & Anaheim Fire '’
Garden Grove. Timel0AM until we are done. & 4 4;;“:';9 Centar
.. . . . Orangewood
Visit http://www.aara.org for more information & < (Enter from Rampart St)
Map Ue Irvine 3 | Chapman fAve
Tuesday of the Month (except December). Guest are 2661 W. La Palma Ave

always welcome. Starts at 7:00PM. Anaheim, CA 92801
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Please Support our Sponsors

Man, - Fri, 5200 AM bo 6:00 'M

Tel: (714) 521-8080
Sar. 900 AM to 5:00 PM

Fax: (714) 521-8920
*Linee 1936

FORD e€lectronics, Inc.

Electronic Parts Diseribuior
Wholcsale = Industrial = Commerncial
Metwork Equipment

8431 Commonwealth Ave., Buena Park, CA 90621-2527
Email: sales@ fordel.com

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTIOMN
i JF-".- I n J.‘ .'
T

sunYy ey
‘K\Ll’;-"ﬂﬁﬂ}'ﬁ'?‘
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AARA Club Info

Anaheim Amateur Radio Association
Post Office Box 2242
Anaheim, CA 92814-0242

AARA Club Officers and Volunteers

President: D. McLaughlin, KIGIPH Technical: Vacant

Vice President: D. McLaughlin, Historian: Vacant

Secretary: Ann Anton, KEGOIO Squelch Editor: D. McLaughlin, KIGIPH
Treasure: Clancy Smith, WAGHNQ Refreshments: Jim Edds, KA6G
Director: Jim Edds, KA6G Web Masters: Neil Jessen, N6VHF

Membership: Margaret Signorelli, = Bob Krause: KI6K
WAG6PZO

Club Call - K6SYU Visit our Web Site at: http://www.aara.org
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AARA REPEATERS: K6SYU/R

2M Repeaters 146.19/146.79
Long Beach, PL-1A/13 — 103.5Hz
St. Jude, Fullerton PL-2A/16 — 114.8Hz

220 Repeaters 222.9/224.5
Long Beach, PL-5A/25 — 156.7Hz
St. Jude, Fullerton PL-5B/26 — 162.2Hz

Notes
2M Repeaters Transmit a 103.5CTCSS
Tone on the output. Long Beach 2M & 220
Repeater are linked.

Frequency format is: input/out

REMINDER

Submissions for Squelch are due on or
Before the 3" Tuesday of the Month




